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Biography 
Maya Angelou was an American poet, civil rights activist, and memoirist. She was born on 4th April 1928 in St. Louis, Missouri in the United States of America.  She was the second child of Bailey Johnson, whose occupation was a doorman and navy dietitian, and Vivian (Baxter) Johnson who was a nurse and card dealer. Angelou's older brother, Bailey Jr., nicknamed Marguerite "Maya", derived from "My" or "Mya Sister".  She got married to Tosh Angelos and together sired one child, Guy Johnson. She died on the 28th of May 2014 at Winston-Salem, North Carolina, in the United States. She is the author of seven autobiographies, three essay books, several poetry books, plays movies, and TV shows spanning over 50 years. She has received a lot of awards and more than 50 honorary degrees, (Wagner-Martin pp. 4).
Historical context
[bookmark: _GoBack]Maya’s parents separated when she was three years old and she was sent together with her brother alone by train to live with their paternal grandmother, Annie Henderson. At eight years old, while living with her mom, Angelou was explicitly manhandled and assaulted by her mom's boyfriend, a man named Freeman. She revealed to her sibling, who told the remainder of their family. Freeman was seen as blameworthy yet was imprisoned for just a single day. Four days after his delivery, he was killed, presumably by Angelou's uncles. Later in life, she got into a "calamitous marriage" with Tosh Angelos, a Greek electrician, former sailor, and an aspiring musician who ruined her life a big deal, (Sandeen, pp. 10). In the year 1959, Angelou met John Oliver Killens, a novelist who urged her to move to New York and concentrate on her writing.  This was the turning point for Angelou as she joined the Harlem Writers Guild, where she met several top African-American writers, including John Henrik Clarke, Rosa Guy, Paule Marshall, and Julian Mayfield, and she was published for the first time.  In 1960, after meeting civil rights pioneer Martin Luther King Jr. also, hearing him talk, she and Killens coordinated "the legendary" Cabaret for Freedom to profit the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), and she was named SCLC's Northern Coordinator. She also started her support of Castro and against politically sanctioned racial segregation activism during this time. 
Critical perspectives of work
Maya Angelou mainly focuses on the aspects of crime and deviance in her work of art and poetry. Maya Angelou uses her narratives to provide better insight into the world of crime from her point of view. She uses her art of work to reveal the networks and operations of crime in the “hidden world” that persists like a silent killer through its several ways, therefore not only pervading human relations but also intimidating the moral fabric of the larger humanity at large. Maya Angelou uses first-hand experiences of the underworld, as well as her personal experience with the world of crime and deviance, which had made a significant impact on her sense of self through the tenses and crucial years she went through in her previous life. The crucial experiences she had compelled her to learn several lessons of life in the hardest ways, (Gogoi, pp. 18).
As noted in most of her artwork, some of the persistent concerns of social inequalities have been highlighted through issues of racial stereotyping, racial segregation, gender biases, poverty, sexual exploitation, unequal opportunities, unaddressed rights, and legal injustice as well. These matrices of race, gender, class, and power inequalities among other social inequalities she experienced her life blended detailed insights in influencing her work of art, Maya also focuses on the aspect of the ‘black psyche’, which was shaped and sensitized by her previous daily experiences, realities, struggles, decisions, and choice as well as the complex process she experienced while trying to come into terms with their ‘sense of self in a racially oppressive society. 
Conclusion 
The paper lends a detailed insight into how the functioning of oppressive systems and structures inspired Maya Angelou to become a powerful writer and poet, mainly criticizing the way these biased systems and structures justify their modes of oppression as well as a dominant position that locks out the minorities. From her childhood and adulthood experiences and challenges, Maya Angelou develops her poetry and writing to fight for the rights of the people. Despite the trials and hardships she went through, she remained positive and never gave up. 
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